MEN OF POWER
found the following confession of faith, on a sheet
along with some anatomical drawings:
And thou, oh man, who through this work of mine
learnest to understand the marvellous works of nature,
if thou believest it to be a crime to dissect the human
body, consider how infinitely more wicked it is to take
the life of a man; and if his outer form appears to be
wonderfully made, consider that it is like nothing in
comparison with the soul that dwells in this body, for
this, whatever it may be, is a thing of God. Let it
therefore dwell in His work according to His will and
good pleasure, and do not let your anger or your wicked-
ness destroy a life; for verily, he who does not value
life, does not deserve to possess it8
As Rosenberg says: "These are golden words dic-
tated by true love of humanity, which sound to us like
good tidings. After nearly four hundred years* work
philosophy has not advanced much more.'*
Sources of His Power. Whence came the power of
Leonardo da Vinci? We can make only the most
humble attempts at an answer. The world has not pro-
duced two such men. Simple mutations of human
factors recur many thousands of times, but the most
complex mutations occur but once in a billion trials.
In Leonardo there were factors of such complexity that
they dude analysis. We can see only the more obvious
dements* It might be better, then, simply to stand
uncovered in reverent gratitude in the presence of this
'Eoseaberg, Adolf, Op. cit.f p. 108,
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